
 Learning Links—Spring, 2014 

Child Perspective: 
I’m learning what it means to work together in 

our family. I need time and practice to learn 
how to cooperate. 

 

Parent Perk:  
Parents support their children’s development 
when they expect their children to participate 
in family chores as age appropriate. 
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What we did at school today:   
 
Books 
Mouse Paint by Ellen Stoll Walsh 
Welcome Spring by Scholastic 
Planting a Rainbow by Lois Ehlert 
Mouse's First Spring by Lauren Thompson 
 
 
Art 
Spiral Art with Salad Spinners 
Easel: Rainbow crayons 
 
Fine Motor Activities 
Activity Table: Baking soda & colored vinegar 
Sensory Table: Colored noodles 
Spring puzzle 
 
Math Activities 
Match the numbers on the rainbow 
Make patterns with colorful shapes 
Order the rainbows by size 
Color splash game 
Color magnet board 
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Songs 
 
The Color Song (To the Tune of London Bridge) 
Red, orange, yellow, green and blue! 
Green and blue, green and blue! 
Red, orange, yellow, green and blue! 
Then there's purple, too! 
 
Rainbow stretches in the sky! 
Way up high, in the sky! 
Rainbow stretches in the sky! 
Way up in the sky! 
 

 
Up and Moving 
The Color Pokey  (Hokey Pokey with colored 
 ribbons) 

Teaching Responsibility & 
Engaging Cooperation  

Rainbows 

How to Make Colored Pasta 

1. Choose your dry pasta varieties and your colors. 
2. Place desired amount of pasta into Ziploc bag. 
3. Pour just enough rubbing alcohol in the bag so all 

the pasta is wet. 
4. Add a generous amount of food coloring to the bag. 
5. Let bag sit until desired color—the longer they sit, 

the brighter the color. 
6. Pour pasta out onto newspaper to dry. (The smell 

will go away!) 
 



If you want your children to keep their feet on the ground, put 

some responsibility on their shoulders.  -Abigail Von Buren 

Teaching Your Preschooler about Money 
Money will always be a part of your child’s life.  You can help your child learn how to 
handle money, how to make choices, and how to be satisfied with those choices. 

Children learn at an early age whether or not they can have whatever they ask for.  If 

you buy items whenever your child asks for something, you may be teaching him or 

her that spending money does not require planning.  The child will not learn that 

choices must be made. 

Teaching children about money takes time and patience.  Here are some suggestions: 

 Decide on an inexpensive item—a book, a toy, a small piece of clothing (socks, hair things, hat) that the 

child has asked for.  Encourage the child to choose something that can be enjoyed more than once. 

 Choose a store you know will have a good selection of the items you want. 

 Before you go to the store, explain to your child that he or she will have to make a choice. 

 Go to the store at a time when you will not be rushed and the store will not be crowded. 
 Give the child the money to put ibn his or her pocket before you enter the store. 

 Help the child find he item and then pick out three or four options for him to pick from.  For example, if 

you are grocery shopping, let the child choose one from three or four cereals. 

 Let the child go to the checkout, pay the clerk, receive the change, and carry out the purchase. 

 Talk about the purchase after you are home to remind the child of the enjoyment gained from the pur-
chase.   

 

Jean W. Bauer, University of Minnesota Extension  

How to Teach a New Job 

Although it’s many times easier for us parents to do household jobs alone, 

children need to share in these tasks to develop a good self-image and sense of  

worth.  Here are some steps to help you teach your children a new skill.   

 Be realistic about your child’s abilities 

 Recognize that children cannot do jobs as adults would 

 Break the job down into steps 

 Demonstrate how to do the job 

 Have your child do the job with you 

 Have your child do the job independently 

 Praise your child for the effort 

 Correct your child, tactfully, if  needed 

 Be patient! 

 Do not redo the job yourself 

Remember…responsibility is not something that is given, but something that is learned 

through doing.   

 


